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About AFPSAbout AFPS

•• Created in 2003Created in 2003
•• 700 individuals from 26 countries, 30 organizations 700 individuals from 26 countries, 30 organizations 
•• Geologists,Seismologists, Civil Engineers, Mechanical Engineers,Geologists,Seismologists, Civil Engineers, Mechanical Engineers,

Architects, Sociologists, Decision makers Architects, Sociologists, Decision makers ……

AFPS published recommendations, which are a basis for French andAFPS published recommendations, which are a basis for French and
European seismic building codes. It is currently deeply involvedEuropean seismic building codes. It is currently deeply involved
in the in the «« National program for earthquake risk mitigationNational program for earthquake risk mitigation »»
recently launched by the French Government.recently launched by the French Government.

AFPS organized several international conferences: AFPS organized several international conferences: 
•• 55thth International conference on seismic International conference on seismic microzonationmicrozonation, 1995, 1995
•• 1818thth European seminar on earthquake engineering, 1995European seminar on earthquake engineering, 1995
•• 1111thth European conference on earthquake engineering, 1998European conference on earthquake engineering, 1998
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Historical seismicity Historical seismicity of of 
MetropolitanMetropolitan FranceFrance

1000 1000 yearsyears of of historical seismicityhistorical seismicity
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An example of An example of 
extreme historical extreme historical 
eventevent
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Most events of Most events of 
last century are last century are 
well documentedwell documented
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OutcomesOutcomes onon todaytoday practicepractice

In France, PSHA (In France, PSHA (Probabilistic Seismic Hazard AssessmentProbabilistic Seismic Hazard Assessment) ) 
implementationsimplementations are are controversialcontroversial andand resultresult in a in a wide wide rangerange
of of estimated hazardestimated hazard. . 

2002                   2004    2002                   2004    20062006

Average Average PGA: 0,95 msPGA: 0,95 ms--22 0,14 ms0,14 ms--22 0,48 ms0,48 ms--22



OutcomesOutcomes onon todaytoday practicepractice

Introducing seismic risk and processingIntroducing seismic risk and processing data data relating relating toto
historical seismicity canhistorical seismicity can help help reducing uncertainties reducing uncertainties in in PSHAsPSHAs.  .  
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ConclusionConclusion

Today, we have at our disposal more and more data Today, we have at our disposal more and more data 
of instrumental of instrumental seismicityseismicity. However, investigating . However, investigating 
historical historical seismicityseismicity is still of major interest to is still of major interest to 
enhance progress in earthquake engineering.enhance progress in earthquake engineering.

Knowledge of historical Knowledge of historical seismicityseismicity helps understanding  helps understanding  
and quantifying seismic risk, for the benefit of our and quantifying seismic risk, for the benefit of our 
populations.   populations.   


